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BOOK REVIEWS. 341 

Italian Emigbatton of Our Times. By R. F. Foerster. Har- 
vard Economic Studies, Vol. XX. Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press, 1919. Pp. xv, 556. 

Professor Foerster has undertaken the task of presenting the 
facts with reference to the movement which has taken the Italian 
workman not only to the United States but to France, Germany 
and Switzerland, to Northern Africa, and to Argentine and the 
other South American states as well. Because he makes us see 
the American problem as a part of that larger migration which, as 
he points out, constitutes in numbers and duration a "most nota- 
ble historical phenomenon," it is the more valuable to American 
students, who usually know only a single Italian colony in a 
single city. 

Professor Foerster's critical discussion of Italian statistics of 
emigration, of the Italian literature on the whole subject — not 
heretofore available in English — as well as the history of the 
development of the present government's policy of protection and 
supervision, is especially valuable. 

Italian students have been urging the necessity for recognizing 
that there is and must be an international labor market which can 
be drawn upon by all countries for seasonal work, for large engi- 
neering projects and for general development in a new country 
and that there is a real international problem in the protection of 
these migratory workers against exploitation which should be 
taken up by the nations concerned. 

Professor Foerster presents many facts which bear out this 
theory — especially its responsiveness to economic conditions in 
the decreasing or increasing numbers of those who leave, and the 
increasingly temporary character of the migration. On the other 
hand, his discussion of the agricultural system, and the social and 
political conditions of the country, leads to the conclusion that 
the workers of Italy, and particularly of southern Italy, have been 
faced with only three alternatives — strikes, revolution, or migra- 
tion. To what extent the changes now taking place in Italy, as to 
the exact character and permanence of which we know so little, 
will change the situation, cannot be foretold. 

Whether the Italians will answer the call for labor in all parts of 
the world in such large numbers in the future the necessity for in- 
ternational understanding on the subject will remain. 

In his conclusion Professor Foerster points out the importance 
of international agreements with reference to (1) standards of fit- 
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ness, (2) distribution of immigrants, (3) citizenship, and (4) pro- 
tection against exploitation. It is interesting in this connection 
to recall that the U. S. Immigration Commission recommended an 
international Conference with these general objects in view; that 
the President was empowered by Congress to call such a Confer- 
ence in the immigration law enacted in 1917; and that the Italian 
government delegates endeavored to have the subject placed on 
the agenda of the International Labor Conferences of 1919 and of 
1921. Professor Foerster's exposition of the subject should 
bring us nearer to the time when, by international action, the un- 
necessary hardships of exclusion and deportation, the exploitation 
of one group and the reflex suffering which it entails on others, 
will be reduced. 

Gbace Abbott. 
Hull House, Chicago. 



A Constitution of the Socialist Commonwealth of Great 
Britain. By Sidney and Beatrice Webb. London: Long- 
mans, Green and Co., 1920. Pp. xviii, 364. Price, 12s. 6d. 

The proposed reconstruction of the British constitution by 
the Webbs is due to a request of M. Camille Huysmans to the 
constituent bodies of the International Socialist Congress that 
they should furnish reports upon the socialisation of industries 
and services, and upon the constitution that should be adopted by 
any nation desirous of setting its house in order upon Socialist 
principles. The authors thought that statements of abstract 
principles would be of less value than a concrete proposal or a new 
model worked out in some detail for Great Britain, which would 
represent the changes to be wrought in the fabric of the constitu- 
tion such as a strong Socialist Ministry would probably be led to 
propose. If there is to be an Utopia, it is to be an Utopia accord- 
ing to plan. The first part, which is the survey of the ground, 
may be avoided by those who wish to get at the constructive side 
of the book which begins in Part II. The ancient institution of a 
hereditary monarch is retained, though the authors do lay some 
stress on the social disadvantages by which it has hitherto been 
accompanied; but the House of Lords will simply cease to exist. 
The Commons are to be broken up into two halves, a Political 
and a Social Parliament, the former controlling foreign affairs, 
national defence and the judiciary, while the latter controls all the 



